The Superpowers and the Middle East
Europe's flank in the Eastern Mediterranean and the establishment
of communist dominance in the Middle East
President Harry S. Truman was quick to recognize this stark
fact In an address before a joint session of the Congress on 12
March 1947, he emphasized that the United States could survive
only in a world in which freedom flourished. And this objective
would not be realized unless she was '^willing to help free peoples
to maintain their institutions and their national integrity against
aggressive movements that seek to impose totalitarian regimes".
He further pointed out that "totalitarian regimes imposed upon
free peoples, by direct or indirect aggression, undermine the found-
ation of international peace and hence the security of the United
States'*.4 By May 1947, Congress had approved the extension of
military and economic aid to Greece and Turkey and, by under-
taking to arm these countries, the United States successfully fore-
stalled Russian advances southward.
At the time of the Angto-Iranian oil crisis, following the na-
tionalization of the oil company in 1951 by the Iranian gpvera-
ment headed by Mohammed Mossadegh who had undercut tbe
poorer of the Shah of Iran, there was some evidence that the So-
viet Union had planned to occupy northern Iran in case the British
taflded troops to protect the Abadan refinery.5 This contingency
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